Prostitution in Europe
commonest precautions are by no means invariably employed. One physician examined in rny presence 30 girls, using the speculum only three or four times; all were pronounced well; his neighbor, who used the speculum regularly found a few infected cases, such as the former must have missed. The examining physicians realize the slipshod nature of their work. A suspicious secretion having been noted by a bystander in the case of a woman pronounced "well/' the physician was asked how he knew. He shrugged his shoulders: " I don't know; but there's no way to tell. If we kept cases like that, we'd keep over half." Another of the examining physicians-disposed of a similar case in the same way: " We can't keep them, we haven't space, though we aren't sure that they a^e well." Still another: " Accurate diagnosis is impossible; under these conditions, gonorrhoea, unless virulent, is ignored; our real effort is t&detect syphilis." In another case, a woman pronounced " well" was leaving the chair when, on a bystander's skeptical remark, the physician reversed his opinion and sent the unfortunate to St. Lazare. The total number of women incarcerated at any one time on the score of venereal infection is negligibly small. On the occasion of my visit to St. Lazare, 170 venereal women were confined there, and I was informed by the chief clerk that this was a fair average ; these are the scapegoats for the venereal disease in circulation among the prostitutes of the French capital! Assuredly the temporary withdrawal of 170 infected women, from the thousands with whom Paris teeips is utterly without influence in the long-run; more especially as these women are themselves turned adrift before their
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